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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2-3, 9, 10-11, are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kerr (US PAT: 5,844,600). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kerr discloses a data transmission method for transmitting 
video data and audio data among multiple points from a plurality of terminals arranged 
in a network, comprising: transmitting video data by multiplexing it as a stream for every 
point (col. 4 lines 32-36), transmitting audio data by combining at least one audio signal 
in a base band in a network (col. 4 lines 36-56). 

Regarding claim 2, Kerr discloses a data transmission method for transmitting 
data among multiple points from a plurality of terminals arranged in a network, 
comprising shifting of data in accordance with transmission delays when transmitting 
data at multiple points to the terminals (col. 8 lines 44-61, col. 9, line 63 - col. 10, line 
27). 

Regarding claim 9, Kerr discloses a data transmission system for transmitting 
video data among multiple points from a plurality of terminals arranged in a network, 
comprising: a device for transmitting video data by multiplexing it as a stream encoded 
for every point (col. 4 lines 32-36) and transmitting audio data by combining at least one 
audio signal in a base band in the network (col. 4 lines 36-56). 
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Regarding claim 10, Kerr discloses a data transmission system for transmitting 
data among multiple points from a plurality of terminals arranged in a network, 
comprising: a device for shifting data in accordance with transmission delays when 
transmitting data at multiple points to the terminals (col. 8 lines 44-61 , col. 9, line 63 - 
col. 10, line 27). 

Regarding claims 3 and 1 1 , Kerr further teaches the following: transmitting 
identical packets given different time stamps in accordance with transmission delays in 
the network (col. 9, line 32 - col. 10, line 27). 

3. Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ahuja et al. (US PAT: 5,689,553, hereinafter Ahuja). 

Regarding claim 4, Ahuja discloses a data transmission method for transmitting a 
plurality of data streams among multiple points from a plurality of terminals arranged in 
a network, comprising: transmitting each of the plurality of data streams through a 
network having different property, recombining them after transmission over the 
networks and transmitting them to the terminals (fig. 1 , col. 4, line 38 - col. 5, line 36, 
col. 6, line 44 -col. 7, line 31). 

Regarding claim 12, Ahuja discloses a data transmission system for transmitting 
a plurality of data streams among multiple points from a plurality of terminals arranged 
in a network, comprising; plurality of networks having different properties (fig. 1), a first 
device in (84, fig. 3) for transmitting each of the plurality of data streams through a 
network having a different property, a second device in (84, fig. 3) for recombining them 
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after transmission over the networks and transmitting them to the terminals (col. 8, line 
48 -col. 9, line 33). 

4. Claims 5-7, 1 3-1 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kumar (US PAT: 5,835,129) in view of Loeb (US 2001/0054071, Provisional 
application No. 60/1 85,578, filed March 1 0, 2000). 

Regarding claims 8 and 16, Kumar discloses a data transmission method for 
transmitting a plurality of data streams having different degrees of importance among 
multiple points from a plurality of terminals, comprising: demultiplexing the plurality of 
data streams having different degrees of importance in the middle of transmission line, 
a first device (110, fig. 2) for demultiplexing the plurality of data streams having 
different degrees of importance in the middle of transmission line(fig. 2, col. 7, lines 4 - 
col. 11, line 28). 

Kumar differs from claims 8 and 16 in that he does not teach the following: 
transmitting data where continuity is regarded as important through a network having 
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higher quality of service and transmitting data for which discontinuity is permitted 
through a network having lower quality of service, combining the plurality of data 
transmitted through the different networks again before data arrives at the destination 
terminals and transmitting the same terminals. 

However, Loeb discloses audio/video conference system which teaches the 
following: transmitting data where continuity is regarded as important through a network 
having higher quality of service and transmitting data for which discontinuity is permitted 
through a network having lower quality of service, combining the plurality of data 
transmitted through the different networks again before data arrives at the destination 
terminal and displaying information at the terminal (paragraphs: 0046-0048 and claim 
1). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Kumar's system to provide for the following: transmitting 
data where continuity is regarded as important through a network having higher quality 
of service and transmitting data for which discontinuity is permitted through a network 
having lower quality of service, combining the plurality of data transmitted through the 
different networks again before data arrives at the destination terminals and transmitting 
the same terminals as this arrangement would facilitate excellent communication 
between communication parties as taught by Loeb (paragraph: 0047). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
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(703) 305-1461 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4:00; every other 
FOff. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (703)305-4708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 



